









9/15/08

Dance Teachers United Members and Friends,


As we begin this new season of dance within our communities, I want to be sure that DTU is at your disposal.  As your newly elected President, I must convey some simple ideas and remind us of the mission of DTU.  


First, I want to ensure that the lines of communication remain open.  Our administrative assistant, Jennifer Sanders, will aid you with that.  Please feel free to call on her or me if you need anything at all.  Whether you need convention prices, new member interest or competition times, all of this is now under one roof and should streamline your valuable time.  


Second, check out the DTU web site.  We are constantly updating the information, adding new features and programs that will assist our members with their business and entertain and amuse many.  We have updated our newsletter and pictures section.  Be sure to get up to date information on conventions times and dates by checking regularly.  (www.d-t-u.com)


As we move forward, let me remind you of a few things that are new and some things that are old with DTU.

· All convention and competition money will be sent to the same address and processed through Jennifer.

· We have a “Recreation Division” in the competition that is intended for those that are new to the competition arena and looking to get their feet wet in a supportive way.

· Only member teachers and their students can compete.

· Only the studio owner needs to be a “member” to enjoy the privileges of membership – if the studio owner is a member in good standing, then all teachers and staff working at that studio are considered DTU fellows in good standing.

· The DTU Teachers Retreat is an excellent learning tool for members.  This is a yearly offering that can rejuvenate your teaching and inspire your whole studio.  Check out the web site for more information.


If you see a need that DTU can offer members, please feel free to bring it to my attention and I will certainly address it.  Again, I look forward to serving you and will try to ensure you have the tools you need to be successful with wonderful conventions, smooth and timely competitions, and the honest camaraderie that we all seek with in our profession.





In service,





BLAKE A. COHELEY





President, Dance Teachers United





504-451-5538/neonblake@aol.com

